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Abstract

While much of the literature in the field of second language (L2) motivational variance has focused on
macro-level or societal variables to account for males’ disinterest to learn French, very few studies
consider micro-level factors, that is, those within the language learning classroom. To fill this gap in
the literature, this exploratory and descriptive study examines, from both the perspective of male Core
French learners as well as Core French teachers, possible pedagogical elements that boys perceive
as contributing factors to their demotivation to learn French. A mixed method design was employed
and data were collected from a sample of 75 male Core French students and six Core French
teachers on southern Vancouver Island. The quantitative data were collected through the use of
modified questionnaires, while the qualitative data were gathered using focus group interviews. There
are three major findings in the current study. First, male Core French learners reported being
disinterested in the topics of study used in the Core French classroom and demotivated by the Core
French textbook. Second, male Core French learners criticized the overdependence of written
modality exercises implemented in the language classroom, suggesting that the repetitive nature of
the written exercises discourages them to learn French. Third, male Core French learners were
shown to strongly disfavour the teacher-centered approach most often described by learners. They
reported that a more student-centered approach, which incorporated games and a significant
increase in speaking and interactive activities, might encourage them to be more motivated to learn
French. Based on these findings, implications and future research directions are discussed.




